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Cynthia Randina, Hopatcong Superintendent of Schools, Announces –  
 

On January 28th, students in Ms. Fratangelo class and Mrs. Sciabica's class attended the Lenape 
Valley High School Planetarium as a part of our Blended Learning through the use of Legos and 
iPads grant. The children entered the space-themed room in awe of all of the contraptions there as 
well as the dome-shaped ceiling. Lenape Valley teacher John Scala spoke to them about sailing off in 
a spaceship to visit the sun and solar system. He discussed day and night on earth and showed them 
the rotation of earth around the sun. Mr. Scala allowed students  to demonstrate these rotations and 
kept them highly involved. Students were very engaged in the slide show of the planets while they 
learned interesting facts about each. Next, the constellation Orion filled the dome-shaped sky and 
children were amazed that the stars could align to form a warrior. Many students left saying that they 
would search for Orion in the night sky! 

To commemorate our visit, Mr. Scala donated a Lego spaceship building to Hudson Maxim! We were 
very humbled to receive it and it will be displayed in our HMX gallery!  

Upon our return to school, the constellations were discussed with the students. We are beginning to 
create our own constellations using Legos. The students are very excited and creative minds are 
running wild! We will then use iPads to help write the legend of our constellations! Our students are 
certainly out of this world!!! 

By Diana Fratangelo, Yvonne Mortello and Rosary Cramer 
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